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to the work of saving men and building them up in the faith. He 
believes that the Roman system is entirely consistent with the highest 
and truest freedom. The author is not blind to the fact that great 
errors have been committed by the church, and that particular institu- 
tions have been peculiarly subject to shocking errors. But despite 
them all he stands by the entire system. The general reader who 
would like an entirely candid and clear statement of the Romanist doc- 
trines will find it in these volumes. — J. W. Moncrief. 

La Mere de Dieu et la Mere des Hommes, d'apres les peres et la 
th£ologie. Par J.-B. Terrien. Premiere partie: La Mere de Dieu. 2 
tomes. (Paris: Lethielleux; pp. xxii-f- 396; 426; fr. 8.) The author 
attempts in this elaborate work to translate the emotional adoration of 
the Virgin into explicit doctrines. He sets forth the unique character 
of Mary as the mother of God, and from this ideal he deduces all her 
special prerogatives, such as her immaculate conception, her super- 
natural knowledge, perfect merit, assumption, and coronation. The 
work admirably illustrates the method and spirit of the Jesuits. Unques- 
tioning loyalty to authority of the church and intense religious devo- 
tion characterize every page. The Catholic patrology is diligently 
cited in confirmation of all statements — always with the assumption 
that references to the Virgin implicitly, if not expressly, corroborate the 
dogma promulgated by Pius IX. All difficulties, real or imagined, are 
met by casuistry. The most elementary principles of historical criti- 
cism are unknown to the author. For example, although he is unable 
to find any authoritative witness to the corporeal assumption of the Vir- 
gin earlier than the sixth century, he finds the doctrine implicitly taught 
in Scripture (e. g., Luke 1:28 and Gen. 3:14, 15). "It seems then 
reasonable to conclude that the belief in the corporeal assumption of 
the mother of God could, if it seemed to the church opportune, be 
promulgated as a truth revealed by God for the faith of Christians" 
(Vol. II, p. 361). With such presuppositions the work is beyond the 
reach of scientific criticism, because it deals with mythology rather 
than with facts of history. Yet the contemplation of the ideal mother 
of God evokes a passionate piety which reveals the fact that for Catho- 
lics religious conviction is independent of historic truth. Outside 
the Catholic church these volumes will be of little interest. — Gerald 
Birney Smith. 

Old and New Certainty of the Gospel. By Alexander Robinson. 



